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Introduction 
 

The eleven poems in this booklet form part of a series of Australian 

poems:- 

 

Our Golden Tree  

This selection sought to introduce the reader to the three streams 

of the Australian culture. Those are the Aboriginal, the white-

Anglo-Saxon and the Multi-cultural. It was intended that the 

poems would contribute to a widening of cultural awareness. 

 

Fannie Bay 

This selection contained eleven poems of place. These poems 

sample places such as Darwin, Kendall, Alice Springs, Boorowa, 

Katherine, Tennant Creek, Yirrkala, Taree, Kalorama Heights, 

Kununurra, and Wagga Wagga. Naturally the poems are about 

people and incidents as well as the landscape. 

 

Interï cultural Prosecting 

Australia is now a multi-cultural nation. As the author travels in 

and outside Australia he visits Thailand, Indonesia, China, 

Ireland, and provides samples of thoughts from the Indigenous 

Aborigines of Australia. The poems seek to look through a 

different lense than that which the author developed in Australia. 

 

Tourists who travels outside their own country not only gain 

knowledge about the country visited, they also learn much about their 

own country in the process.  

 

Regional geography locates Australia between South East Asia, South 

Western Pacific, Antarctica and the Indian Ocean. A visit to our 

nearest South East Asian neighbour, Indonesia, is a revelatory 

experience. It differs from Australia on a great range of cultural 

observances. These differences provide Australian tourists with 

greater insights into their own cultural assumptions and mores. 

Migrants to Australia from these countries also enrich Australian 

culture. 
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I have included two poems about Ireland (Eire). The differences that 

arise from visiting Ireland by an Australian of 50% Irish ancestry 

enables one to make comparisons of an almost forgotten era. Although 

the two poems in this sub-section do not go into the differences 

between the two countries, they do reflect some thoughts that an old 

diasporan has made about his earlier mother country. 

 

The last three poems are an attempt by a óbalandaô to get inside the 

thinking of some indigenous aboriginal minds. While this can never be 

completely successful it still has merit. It reveals the fact that the 

aboringinal people are wisdom people who do not seek to own the 

land. They treat the land as owning them! Their culture is based on 

respect for the spiritual basis of life and the sustainability of the planet. 

Their culture is based on a different form of consciousness than 

modern European. 

 

When we go prospecting among cultures we can learn much about 

ourselves. 

 

Mark Oliver Smith. 

Calvary Haydon Retirement Community 

Canberra, A.C.T. 
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